
The Application Process Step 
by Step



Step 1 – Finding your funded PhD

Ask yourself what you want.  Ready-made project or Freedom to design?

• Research Council websites   www.ukri.org Apply for Funding > How 
we fund studentships

• University Department Websites

• FindaPhD https://www.findaphd.com/

• YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/@findphd
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FindAPhD/

Twitter @FindAPhD

http://www.ukri.org/
https://www.findaphd.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@findphd
https://www.facebook.com/FindAPhD/


Step 2 – Preparing to apply

• Visit the Course page on the Main University website

• https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/courses-a-z-
listing

• Visit department websites for how-to-apply information

• https://envres.web.ox.ac.uk/how-apply

• Spend time reading through information carefully

• Start application well in advance

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/courses-a-z-listing
https://envres.web.ox.ac.uk/how-apply


Step Three – Supporting documentation (DTC)

• CV (now part of the application form)

• Statement of Purpose

• Socio-economic data

• Contextual Statement

• Written work

• References

First name
Surname
Date of birth
Which graduate programme(s) are you applying 

for?

A-Levels and grades
GCSEs and grades
Do you, or will you have by the start of the 

course, an undergraduate degree(s)? 
If yes, please state the start and end dates and

The university(s)/institution(s) at which you did, 

or are still doing, this/these degree(s)
What type was/is this/these degree(s) (e.g. BA, 

BSc, MPhys, MChem)? 
What was/is the main subject(s) of the 

undergraduate degree(s) and your final (or

predicted final) result? Please list the grades for 

completed components of the degree course to 

date.
Do you, or will you have by the start of the 

course, a postgraduate degree(s)? 
If yes, please state the start and end dates and

The university(s)/institution(s) at which you did, 

or are still doing, this/these degree(s) 
What type was/is this/these degree(s) (e.g. MSc, 

MRes, MPhil)?
What was/is the main subject(s) of the 

postgraduate degree(s) and your final (or

predicted final) result? Please list the grades for 

completed components of the degree course to 

date.
Please list any further academic or  professional 

qualifications you hold 
Work experience
Research experience
Please enter any academic prizes or awards you 

have received since the age of16.
Please detail any publications and preprints that 

you might have. Please do not include your own 

name here, instead replace it with, 'Applicant'. 

Skills, Hobbies and interests 
Membership of societies
Is there anything else you'd like to add? 



Step Four – The assessment process (NERC DTP)

Assessment Process in a Department
Application Received
Sent to Supervisor for Review
Invited to interview/no interview
Interview panel specific to that applicant
Offer/No offer

DTP Applications are considered together, after the deadline in a “gathered field”

NERC interviews over 2 days 20 mins each online

5th Jan 2024

19 & 20 February 2024

26 Jan – 9 Feb



Example of invitation to interview



Questions?


